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g LARRY CROUCH is a writer of the Adnll
Tesson Commentary. He is a native of Cali-
fornin, saved and baptired al Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church in Sacramentn,
CA, in 1852, He surrendered to preach an
August 1, 1957, at the Bayshore Missionary
Baplist Church in Vallejn, CA Brother
Crouch teceived his Bachelor of Theelogy
Degree from Calilornia Missionary Baptiat
? Tostdule in BellHower, Californis, in 1976,
Ie remained with the school [ur several
¢ years and taught Major and Minar Prophots,
Pastoral and Prison Epistles, Hermeneulics
and Journalism. He is a member of the California and the American
Baptist Association History and Archives Commitiees, He recvived the
degree of Doclur of Pivinity in 1998 and recaived the Master and Dector
of Theology degrees in 2005 all from the Fresno Missionary Baplisl
lnstitute in Fresno, CA,

He has pastered in Washington and California and curreatly is
pastoring Oskhurst Missionary Baptist Chureh. He and his wift, Joyes,
and son, Zachary make their home in Oualhurst, CA. His address iz PO
Dax 338, Oakhurst, CA 93644,

Crouch, Larry (ABA)

Brother Larry was born August 30, 1942 in
Tuolumne, Cdifornia. He was saved and
baptized by the Friendship MBC in
Sacramento. He surrendered to preach and was
licensed by the Vallgo MBC, in 1958. He was
ordained by the South Gate FMBC in 1964.

Heisagraduate of CMBI. He taught in CMBI.
He received his Doctorate from FMBI and is
now teaching at FMBI.

He pastored MBC in Auburn, Washington
from 1963-66; MBC in San Fernando 1967; LMBC in Porterville
from 1968-71; FMBC in Riverbank from1971-72; Calvary MBC in
Rowland Heights from 1972-79; Emmanuel MBC in Martinez
from 1980-83; LMBC in San Jose from 1984-86; Bethel MBC in
Oakley as Associate pastor from 1987-90 and pastor from 1991-
2007; and Landmark MBC of Oakhurst since 2008.

Larry serves on both the State and national History and Archives
committee and has been a Sunday School literature writer since
1993. He wrote The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail and Major and
Minor Prophets.
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Volume 2 - Pastors - Churches - Schools - Programs Pages 53 &
54
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Larry Crouch

Licensed by the Vallgjo Missionary Baptist Church in 1958.
Ordained by the Southgate Missionary Baptist Church in 1963.
After some question on my part about the soundness of my baptism, the East Date church of Porterville bap-
tized me. | was then ordained by that church.
| have served:
Auburn Washington Missionary Baptist Church
San Fernando Missionary Baptist Church
Porterville East date Missionary Baptist Church
Riverbank Missionary Baptist Church
Rowland Heights Missionary Baptist Church since 1972
| have attended C. M. B. |. four years as a student and received athe ThB. Degree.
| have been on the faculty since graduation. The first year of teaching Major and Minor Prophets and Prison
Epistles.
Thisyear in addition to these | am teaching Hermeneutics and really getting a blessing from.
Moderator Southern California Association 1977-1978.

—From the Crouch Archives File
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Vice President

1974 Annual Staff
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Student Official Group Photo

1975 CMBI Faculty &

1978

Larry Crouch, Th B. CALVARY
Maijor Prophets MISSIONARY

A : BAPTIST
Pauline Epistles CHURCH
Hermeneutics i
Calvary M.B.C./Rowland Heights
20 years in the ministry 1975— YB Sponsor
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1976 Annual Staff

You're right, this is poison fvy!!

1977 Y ear book



California Missionary Baptist I nstitute

"'Confused? Who, me?"

Years

THE SPLIT RAPTURE

1977 Y ear book

1977 Y ear book

i

Recipients of Bachelor and Master's degrees

1977 Y ear book

How do you work this thaang?

e piem e,

C.M.B.I. Faculty {not pictured) Brother Farrar and Brother Marley

CMBI Graduation 1976—From 1977 Year book

|

1979 Y ear book
“Graduation” & Faculty

1977 Y ear book
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Larry W. Crouch
In The Baptist Press—1963-1985

Baptist Sentinel—October 1963
Southgate, Dwight Patter son pastor.

The church has started a mission in the Hawthorne area with
Bro. Larry Crouch leading in the work. Attendance there is
good.

Baptist Sentinel—June 1964
Southgate, Dwight Patter son pastor.

May 31 they ordained Bro. Larry Crouch. Larry has been
called to the church in Moses Lake, Wash. Bro. D.S. Madden
started arevival on June 1st with this fine church.

Baptist Sentinel—December 1966
San Fernando, Larry Crouch, pstr.

Bro .Larry Crouch, aC. M.B.I. student, has accepted the work
of thischallenging field.

Baptist Sentinel—February 1967
San Fernando, Larry Crouch, pstr.

Bro. Sam Goin showed movies of the Hawaiian mission work
Jan.17th.

Baptist Sentinel—September 1967
Sylmar, Larry Crouch, pstr.

Bro. Lee Wright preached in arevival last month and they had
2 saved. They have voted to buy a church building.

Baptist Sentinel—September 1968
Porterville (East date)
Larry Crouch, pastor
Former C.M.B.I. student, Bro. Larry Crouch has accepted the
work of this great church.

Baptist Sentinel—October 1971
Riverbank...

Welcomed their new pastor, Larry Crouch, at the end of Au-
gust. They received 1 by letter and 3 by baptism Sept. 12.

Baptist Sentinel—December 1971
Riverbank...

Reports baptizing 4, receiving 1 by letter and 2 by restoration
in November. Pastor Larry Crouch has organized a church
choir.

Baptist Sentinel—February 1972
Riverbank...

Planned a Fifth Saturday meeting with Royce Smith, Dewey
Caves, and Larry Reeves scheduled as guest speakers. They
started a Y oung Adult Class, with an average attendance of 15.
Connie Wright is the teacher.

Baptist Sentinel—July 1973

BALDWIN PARK--- is purchasing a building lot in downtown
San Dimas. They need help with funds and the donation of a
piano, chairs, and building materials. Contact them at Box 189,
Baldwin Park, Calif. 91706.

L. W. Crouch, pastor.

—Continued on page 10

—Continued From Previous Column

Baptist Sentinel—M arch 1974
SAN DIM AS— enjoyed revival services recently with Monroe
Patterson as evangelist 9 were saved. Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—February 1975

SAN DIMAS— church is rejoicing in the rich blessing they
received during January. There were 3 saved, one of these has
been baptized, the other two are awaiting baptism. They re-
ceived 8 by letter and on the 26th they broke all their attendance
records—62 in Sunday school, 78 in morning worship and 68
for BTC. The church will begin abuilding program in February.
They have endorsed Glenn Redings [sic.] for mission work in
the Los Angeles area.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—January 1977

California Missionary Baptist Insti-
8l tute & Seminary. Teaches Mgor and
Minor prophets and Pauline Epistles.
Pastor Calvary Missionary Baptist
A Church, San Dimas.
LARRY CROUCH, Th.M.

Baptist Sentinel—M ar ch 1977

Calvary Rowland Heightsisalso in revival with Richard
Woodall as evangelist.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—April 1977

Calvary Rowland Heights added 6, five by baptism and one
by statement, in their revival effort. In addition, Timothy
Woodall announced is called to the ministry. The churchis
seeking the help of other congregations in meeting the down
payment on their property which is due May 5. At this writing,
approximately nine thousand dollars remains to be raise.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—October 1977

Rowland Heights increased their mission giving by 50%. Two
have been added to the church by baptism. The church youth
gave a surprise birthday party for the pastor recently. Since the
first of this year five new families from the immediate area have
been added to the congregation. Larry Crouch, pastor.

—Continued on page 10




Larry W. Crouch
In The Baptist Press

—Continued From page 9

Baptist Sentine—May 1978

Rowland Heights closed escrow on their plant and property.
Two were added by baptism and a bus ministry has been organ-
ized.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—October 1978

Rowland Heights reports three saved, two added by statement,
and four by baptism. John McClung helped recently in avery
successful youth revival meeting. Led by the youth, the church
gave the pastor a surprise birthday party and presented him a
gift of money for his forthcoming trip to Israel.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—August 1979
Rowland Heights: Pastor Larry Crouch has resigned.

Baptist Sentinel February 1980
Crouch toMartinez

Larry Crouch

Bro. Larry Crouch has accepted the pastorate of the Em-
manuel Missionary Baptist Church of Martinez, Ca., and we
wish him well in this new endeavor. Bro. Crouch is a graduate
of the California Missionary Baptist Institute and Seminary, and
has served also as a member of the CMBI faculty. He did a
good work as pastor of the Calvary Missionary Baptist Church
of Rowland Heights, Ca., formerly located in San Dimas, and
we expect good reports from him at Martinez. In fact, we have a
letter from the church clerk stating that they have already had
four additions since Bro. Crouch came to the congregation.

Missionary Baptist Herald—May 1980
Emmanuel M. B. C.
Martinez, California.

Reports that the Lord is answered their prayers and providing
them with a pastor. The church has recently called Brother
Larry Crouch. Brother Crouch has accepted the work. God has
blessed them with four additions by letter. Pray for this work.
Sister Diane Richards, Assistant church reporter sends this good
report to the Missionary Baptist Herald.

—Continued on Next Column

—Continued From Previous Column

Baptist Sentinel—September 1980

Martinez added seven by letter, two by restoration, and one
more was saved and baptized. Keith Newton was the evangelist
for arevival meeting August 15-19.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—October 1980
Martinez reports two saved and baptized, three restored to fel-
lowship, and five added by letter. Keith Newton was the evan-
gelist in a revival meeting that brought about a real spiritual
renewal. The church set a Sunday school record September 21
with sixty-nine in Sunday School. The pastor preached arevival
meeting for the Oakley church September 22-26.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

California Missionary Baptist—M ay 1983

Olivehurst Mission

Dear Brethren,

Elder Larry Crouch, pastor of the Martinez Missionary Bap-
tist Church was here to preach for us on April 10. He and his
family sang some lovely specials, and we heard two wonderful
sermons. Bro. Larry is a nephew to Sis. Hazel Scott and Doyle
Heiney.

The Lord has truly blessed us with a record attendance of 38
and added three new members by letter from the Calvary Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Fresno. Bro. Bob Parker, his wife
Verna Lee and their daughter Becky Chandler. We are praying
for Becky's husband, too. A family of five visited and said that
they would be back. Put them on your prayer list, also Don and
Cheryl Clark, a brother and sister, who visit often. Don and
Helen Smith who are very interested in and will

Baptist Sentinel—February 1984
Pastor Larry Crouch

Bro. Larry Crouch has accepted the call of the Landmark Mis-
sionary Baptist Church of San Jose, Ca., and is aready on the
field. Prior to moving to San Jose Bro. Crouch served as pastor
at Rowland Heights and Martinez, Ca. He also taught for a brief
period of time here at CMBI. We Pray for him and the church a
fruitful ministry together.

Pug ¥

~ Crouch to San Jose

Bro. Lary Crouch has accepted
the ecall of Landmark Missionary
Baptist Chuveh of San Jose, ('a., and
is already on the fielid. Prior to moyv-
ing to SanJose Bro. Crouch served as
pastor at Rowland Heighls and
Martines, Co. He also taughs tor a
brief period of time here at CMBL
We pray tor him and the church a
fruittul ministey fogether,

Pusior Larry Croueh

—Continued on page 11
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Larry W. Crouch
In The Baptist Press

—Continued From page 10

Missionary Baptist Herald—June 1985
Landmark MBC, San Jose
Larry Crouch, pastor.

They received many blessings from their Mission Confer-
ence in which they heard a number of brethren present their
mission works. The State Choir, under Bro. Dave Butimore's
direction, also was featured.

Baptist Sentinel—August 1985

(CM.B.1)

PASTOR LARRY CROUCH of the Landmark Missionary
Baptist Church of San Jose, Ca., was the morning speaker and
did atremendous job.

Baptist Sentinel—M ay 1986

SAN JOSE, CA., LMBC— Things have been great! Atten-
dance is on the upswing and several new families are attending
who have shown great interest in knowing how to become
members.

Larry Crouch, pastor.

Baptist Sentinel—January 1988
Northern Coastal

Bro. Larry Crouch and Bro.
Bill Newlove clerked the
Northern Coastal Association
meeting held in Eureka No-
i vember 20 and 21.

Baptist Sear chlight—July 2000

California

Bethel, Oakley, Larry Crouch, pastor.

Church continues to do well even though their pastor is in a
wheelchair. He is taking another series of chemotherapy for his
cancer. Church is very supportive of him.

BETHEL MBC
Oakley, California
Larry Crouch, Pastor

They report great services with
many recent additions by baptism and
by letter. Brother Crouch was
awarded a Master of Theology Degree
and a Doctor of Theology Degree at
FMBI’s Commencement May 6th.

Missionary Baptist Herald

April, May, June 2005
XXVII, #2

CALIFORNIA

Landmark MEBC, Oskhurst
Larty Cronek, Pastor

Thsy ars enioving visitors
their ss=rvices,
franiiy of =iz secently movs
frorm Houston, T¥, whi has

mdieaicd tnels intention of umiling

i

AQCE TOT
Rave dfilied
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g from his tecent
sepiializail Bro.
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their pualpi

Missionary Baptist
July/August/September 2014

BETHEL MBC
Oakley, California
Larry Crouch, Pastor

They repeort great services with
many recent additions by baptism and
by letter. Brother Crouch was

_.awarded a Master of Theology Degree
-and a Doctor of Theology Degree. at
FMBI's Commencement May 6th.

Missionary Baptist

BETHEL MBC
Qakley, California

Larry Crouch, Pastor

They have been busy with a
flurry of activities. They had VBS July
19-23, and they hosted the District
Ladies Auxiliary meeting July 24%,
where the program was entitled
“Maintaining Spiritual Growth.”

Missionary Baptist



Larry W. Crouch
In The Baptist Press

KEYS OF THE
KINGDOM

Watthem 16:16-10

INTRODUCTION:

A The Hebrew word for key is
maphteach, [maf-tay'-akh]; an
opener: this is from pathach, paw-
thakh’; to open wide, to looscn.

B. The Greek word for key is kleis;
[#dice]; to open or close a lock: this
is from klele; 1o close or shut up.

C. The Bible speaks of the key or the
keys in eight different passages.

1. Judges 3:25 speaks of a key used
by the servants of King Eglon
of Moab to open the door to his
lncked parlor.

2. Luke 11:52 Jesus rebuked a
group of lawyers for taking
away the key of knowledge.

. Rev. 9:1; 20:1 speaks of the an-
gel who has the key to (ar the
authorily over) the botiomless
pit.

4. Isa. 22:22; Rev. 3:7 both speak of
one having the key of the house
of David.

5. Rev. 1:18 Christ says he has the
keys of hell and of death.

6. Matt. 16:19 is Christ giving the
Church the kevs of {(or author-
ity concerning) the kingdom of
heaven,

. Keys are used in the Seripture as a
sign of authority, and I want to look
at three of the above passages fo
help our understanding of this.

L KLY OF THE HOUSE OF
DAVID
A. This key gave the keeper the author-
ity over the lreasures of David's
house. This was the authority to
ener or close the throne room (Isa.
20:22).
1. Shebna was the ranking officer in
King Hezekiah's court (Isa.
22:15).

a. "lteasurer” from sakan; is an at-
tendant or minister, to be of use.
Note: The King gave him any and
all authority he had.

b. When negated Io soken it means to
be useless/unprofitable (Job 15:3).

Lia

2. This is the only instance of de-
nunciation of a person by name
in Isaiah. Shebnu's was the sin
of pride. e was more con-
cerned about building a monu-
ment to himself rather than
facing the national crisis of the
invading  Assyrians  apainst
Judah (Isa. 22:16).

3. Shebnu misused his authority and
was stripped of the key to the
house of David and would be
led away captive (Isa. 22:17-
19,

4. The monument he hoped to build
became a hollow reminder of
Shebna's  ill-fated prode and
misuse of the key/anthority
(Prov 16:18).

R. What is learned about the key or au-
thority rom Shebna?

1. Authority can be abused. Shebna
pictures the Old Covenanl and
its priesthood, which was more
concerned  with  enrichment
than the purc scrvice of God
(Mark 7:10-13).

2, Misused or misapplicd authority
found wanting is removed
(Matt, 23:12: Isa. 2:12).

C. A faithful keeper of the key, dele-
gated aulhority, is sought and found
(Isa. 22:20-24).

1. Eliakim was a faithful servant of
his father's house.

a. Christ is the [aithful scrvant over
His house (Heb. 3:5-6).

b. A New Testament Church must be
a faithtul steward in using the keys/
authority given her (Luke 12:42-
44; 1 Cor. 4:2).

2. Eliakim was clothed with a robe
hefitting his office.

a. Jesus wears the robes of the King
of kings (Rev. 19:13, 16).

b. The Church has been clothed with
the garments of Salvation and shall
wear the robes of a righteous bride
{Isa. 61:10: Rev. 19:7, §; 21:2).

3. Eliakim was girded with a belt as
a sign ot seal of his authority.

a. Jesus holds the seal of authority
over all things (John 5:26, 27; 17:2;
Mait. 28:18).

"Authority” and "power” is from the
Greek word exousia; which is the
token of control, it is delegaled
authority, jurisdiction, or legal
rieht.

b. The Holy Spirit came upon the
Church as a sign and scal of her
authority (o camy out the lLord's
commission (Mutt. 28:18-20; Acts
1:8).

4. Eliakim is given the duty of over-
seeing the house of the king.

a. Jesus is the final authority over
His house, which is the Church
(Eph. 1:19-23).

h. lesus pave authority to the ser-
vants of His house, the New Testa-
ment Church (Aets 13:34; | Tim.
3:15).

5. Eliakim is given the key (symbol
of authority) on his shoulder.
This served as a badge of his
anthority. Much like a police-
man,

D. Isaiah gives a prophelic ¢limpse of
the coming of the Messiah, The
ultimate fullillment is found in
Christ wha completes the picture as
the One cut off by the burden laid
upon |lim (Isa. 22:25; 53:8).

1. The Messiah bore our burden of
sin (1 Peter 2:24).

2. By His death this burden was cut
ofT (1 John 2:2: Eph. 2:16; 2
Cor. 5:19; Col. 2:14),

E. By His death, burial, and resurrection
Jesus holds the keys 1o our past,
present, and future.

1. The key of David is access, or
richt of entry, to the throng
(Rev. 3:7, 8).

2. No one had access to Hezekiah
except through Eliakim and
that by right of invitation.
(Esther and Ahasuerus). The
holder of the key/authority
opened the door Lo throne.

3. Jesus has the keys and has en-
tered the throne room for us
(Heb. 6:19, 20; 9:24).

4. No one has access to God except
through Christ {Rom. 5:1, 2).

5. The key holder, Jesus Chrisi,
grants us access with boldness
(Hcb. 4:15, 16).

F. The New Testament Church must
carefully guard their use of the keys
and do 30 as instructed by the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Dr. Larry Crouch is the Pastor of Land-
mark Missionary Baptist Church in Oak-
hurst. He teaches Major and Minor
Prophets, Baprist History, Ministerial
Practicafities, and Preumatology.

Missionary Baptist Herald
December 2008/January 2009
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Larry W.

Crouch

In The Baptist Press

SERETNG TTTE TIGTTT
THE GATES OF HELL
NEWLIGHTISM EXAMINED SHALL NOT PREVAIL

Crutlines ul Tsapiist

: __llismr}'-' and ocirine

Larry W {roveh

The Booklet pictured above does not have an Introduction or Preface,
but was written a during a time (late 2000’s) when the fellowship in our

SPECIAL THANKS and DEDICATION

T first met Brother T. K. Cross in Seprember of 1975, When [ wasz a third year student at
the Califormia Missionary Baprist Dnstitute and Seminary in Dellflower, Califomia. |
ewrolled in his "Baptist History" class. Flis enthusiasm and knowledge of the subject gave
me the desire to learn more about our Baplist Heritage. His words of encouragement. over
the wears bave continved to couse me to study and apprecime Baptist History and
Dioctrine. He has been both a dear frlend and mentor. | owe bim a very special thanks for
the many notes and thoughts ke passed along and for allowing me to use his writings
while putting these outlines fagether.

T also owe special thanks w Brother G, AL 'Sonny' Williams, who is now home with the
lord, and Hrother Robert Cullifer, Pastor of Landmark Missicmary Baptist Chireh in
Falsam, California for the notes they supplisd on the early History of California Baptists.
It 3% Lo Lthese Brethren and all those who love Baplist Fistory and Doclrine thal these
outlines #nd nores are dedicated. May God use them Lo the salvation of souls and for the
strengthening and encouragement of those who love the tnth,
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State was disrupted over the subject.
—Editor
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PREFACE
There has heen no shorage of Baptist Conlesions of Failh capovially thiy side of the so-called
reformarion. William L. Lumpkin in his book, "Baptist Confessions of Faith" listed some forty-four
different contessions of fzith thar have been set forth by various Baptist groups. & number of these have
very little variation. While others have satements inchaded thay wene brought o bhear hecauss of somo
doctrinal issue the proup was facing at thar time. Most of the Baptist associstions, sonventions or
fellowships follow either the New [lampshite Confession or the Philadelphia C ion adding

stamements or articles that they el were necessary o deling their particulur doultines.

In the preface 1o hiz book, "The Demle For Japtise Hisrory™ Ur. L K. Cross asked the question,
“Why enother Baprist Hiztory?" In his answer he wrote, “This iz not just anather Baptist history. Kathar,
il. i a difense of Ihe historivs that have already been written.” It is not the purpose of this book o write
vel another Baptist Conlession of Faith or even to sttempt to re-write ore. It is the purpose of this work ¢
contend for the Faith which was onee delivered unto the sames (Jude 33, a5 I endeaver w cxpound on the

Toeiring] $agenand ol the American Raplisl, Associylon,

1 was privileaed to he raised in a Missionary Baptis. Home by a Missionary Raplis! Proscher, T was
saved and Baptized by the aurthovity of a Locas, Visible, Independent Missionary Daptist Church and 1
wis urdiined to the Gospel Minismy by the same. Allof my miniseerial life | have had the srivilepe and
honer of serving the Lord's churches that are assacialed wwether in the [kilowshio ol (e American
Baptist Association. This is a grovp of independent Baptist churches voluntanly associsting in their work

o carrvour the Great Commission the Lord zave His Church during His personal miaisin on certh,

The Boctringd Slalemenl, @ pricked on page 210 ol the 2005 Yestbook, clearly sels forh in 21
poinis whid the churches of the Amercan Duptist Association balieve and pracrice. The main tenet that
led g the Torming vl the Assaciation coneerned the complete sovercigaty of the local churches within the

Telhawship,

1t iz the hepe of this writer that thesz outlines and lessons may be used to strengthen New Teslument
churches v the faith and to lead others to the outh of God's Ward. May the Lord richly bless as voo take
your Bible in hond and "Study to show thyself approved wnto Godl a workman that needeth o w he

ashamed. rigitly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timetlky 2003,

In the Master's Service,

W W

Yy Larry (k.
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EVANGELISTIC SERMON

THE TRUE EVANGELIST
IT Timothy 4:5

Good evening. It is an honor and a privilege
to preach the Word of God any time, but es-
pecially to a congregation of representatives
from the Lord’s New Tcstament churches.
Last year at this time I was in CICU Ward,
with tubes running everywhere. I'm very
thankful that the reports of my death were
way over-exaggerated. I know what Brother
Kinz is talking about. You get clipped by a
heart attack and bypass surgery, you wonder if
vou’ll ever get up and be yourself again. And
there’s some folks still wondering that,
Brother George. I'm thankful that the Lord
has spared me for this time. I invite you to
stand together as we read the verse from
God’s Word.

Brother Larry Crouch

I was told this was to be the Evangelistic message, so we're going to talk tonight
about “The True Evangelist.™ II Timothy Chapter 4 Verse 5, a famihar verse—-
the Apostle Paul encouraging a young preacher. Come August will be 50 years that
I have been in the ministry. Us old-timers need encouragement as well! Paul
speaking to Timothy says, "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work af an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. " Let’s bow our heads as we
look to the Lord. (Prayer)

I’ve already been told by a couple that if they’ve heard this, they are going to get up
and leave, so you guys keep an eye on Al Bevis and Melford Keeling. If they get up,
make them sit down. Brother Hall also told me that if I looked over and his eves were
closed that he was not sleeping, he was just praying for me. The True Evangelist—
To you who have your Bibles, | invite you to turn over to the book of Third John. We
are going to use that throughout the course ol the message this evening.

The word “gvangelist™ is found three times in the New Teslament. 1 is from a
word which literally means *a preacher of the gospel or a bringer of good news.”
The best news is the gospel of Jesus Christ. T don’t know about you, 1 get tired of
watching CNN and Fox. They never have any good news. God’s Word has good
news and I’m glad to be a part as one of those that brings that good news. Before
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Christ ascended back into heaven, Paul told the brethren at Ephesus that he gave
gifts unto men in the church basically for the spiritual growth of the church. One
of those gifis that he mentions in Ephesians 4:11 was evangelist. One of the seven
that was chosen as a deacon, Philip, was called “The Evangelist” in Acts 21:8.
Then in our text Timothy was admonished “do the work of an evangelist”. Do the
work ol spreading the good news. Webster’s Dictionary says that evangelism is
“a preaching of or zealous effort to spread the gospel”. How real is our zeal
tonight? We need more zeal, more enthusiusm of sharing the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Folks, those of you thal know me know Lhat T believe in a local, visible
church started by Christ in His miistry. [ am a church man, but if we don’t get
busy with cvangelism, we're not going to have any churches to preach in. The
first part of the Commission says “win them”. It doesn’t do any good to try to
teach a lost man about the local church or closed communion. He has no idea
whal you’re talking about. He needs Jesus. We need to get busy preaching Jesus
Christ.

I have a Webster’s Dictionary and 1 like this definition. Tt says that “evangelical
means according to the gospel those churches, such as Baptist, which emphasize
salvation by faith.” That will make a few Methodists choke, won’t it?

In Third John the Haly Spirit gave the church in the world today, [ believe, a real good
example of what true evangelism and whal a true evangelist 1s all about. He's talk-
ing about those that are dedicated to tha spread of the gospel. I’m thauk [ul for fore-
fathers that were dedicated to the spread of the gospel and we could go way back to
the apostles themselves, who gave their lives for the gospel of Jesus Christ—Mon-
tanists, Novations. Donatists—we could come on down through history and I be-
lieve thal we have men in our ranks today who would be willing to put their lives on
the line for Jesus Christ, and it may come to that before the Lord comes,

Evangelism is the work of the church, but it’s also the work of every born-again
child of God and what we need to realize....you say “Preacher, | can’t preach a ser-
mon.” You don’t need to. You are a witness every time you step out the door.
People say, “T.et’s go witnessing.” Folks, you wilness every lnne you go, who you
g0 with, what you wear, what you say, whal you do. People are walching you and
you are witnessing cither for Jesus or against Him. Be an evangelist that honors
the Lord.

I wanl you to notice with me in Third John the true evangelists are IN THE
TRUTH. Now there are a lot of [ellows today calling themselves evangelicals
that are not m the truth. In the first verse, John says, “The elder unto the well-
heloved Gaius, whom Tlove in the fruth. " True evangelists are in the truth. John’s
letter is addressed to someone lhal he loved. I don’t know. There are several
Gaiuses mentioned, but one was saved under Paul’s ministry at Corinth. Tn Ro-
mans we find that he was a guest in his house. John calls him beloved four times
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here m Third John. Why did he love him? [ think for the truth’s sake, [or what this SSO
man did and what he represented. Brother, we need to get behind those today that A rted Photos
represent the gospel of Jesus Christ. We need to love them, not just in word, but From Hume Lake

in deed. Letthem know. Put some prayer and also put some feet to those prayers.

They had a bond in the truth. In Sccond John he said, “The elder unto the elect
lady and her children, whom Ilove in the truih; "1 believe the churches of the Lord
Jesus Christ that call themselves Missionary Baplists have the truth. Brother, let
me tell you something, and you sisters here, it is an honor and a privilege to be a
part of the Lord’s New Testament church.

True evangelism are people of the truth. Jesus said that God is a spirit and they that
worship Him have to do it how? In spirit and in truth, We gol groups out there al-
ways hollering, “Get the spiril, gel the spirit.” 1 think they need to get Jesus first.
Whalt do you think? Because then they would get in the truth. Because it’s Jesus
Christ who said, “T am the way, the truth”, and that’s the truth that sets ug free—-
is knowing Christ. The truth of the gospel needs to prevail at any cost. And folks,
this idea about compromise and doing it this way or that way, the minute you com-
promise truth, it’s nol truth anymore.

I never will forget Bible Analysis class one time, a young preacher asked the ques-
tion about Acts 2:38. He said, “Brother Chastain, how do we get around that serip-
ture?” “Young man, we don’t get around it, we go through it Folks, if you have
to go around a scripturc, you better back up and take another shot at it. We are not
to be a distraction from the gospel. but an altraction to it, by what we live, what we
say, how we preach and conduct ourselves. Tivery pastor, every deacon, every
church member should have a love for the truth and then learn how to speak the
truth in love. That’s what we’re commanded in Ephesians 4:15.

True evangelists PROSPER SPTRITUALLY. Look at Verse 2. I want you to
take a good, close look at this. “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” “Beloved, | wish....” That’s
a word which means to pray to God, to pray for. This was John’s concern. He was
praying for this brother and he said, “Above all things....” Shame on us, if we en-
dorse these missionaries and then don’t get behind them with our pravers and sup-
port. We need to pray for one another. | thank God for the prayers that went up
for me last year, and the phone calls, the cards, all that came along, When Paul was
at Ephesus, he called them together and warned them, he said, “I know when [
leave, the wolves are going to come in.” Tt says, he kneeled down and he prayed
with them all. Tt would do us good before we leuve here tonight for us to pastors
i get together and kneel down here and pray for the work in California and across
the United States. For true evangelism to prevail, we need io pray for every pas-
tor and leader in our churches. We need to pray for that teacher that’s teaching that
kindergarten class, because that’s where it starts.

35
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Paul in closing his letter in First Thessalonians said, “Brethren, pray for us.”
When he wrole them the second time, he said, “Finally, brethren, pray for us thai
the word may have free course.” 1 don’t know about you, but I'm glad we live in
America where we can still do this, and not worry ahout the soldiers coming in or
getting arrested. Paul prayed for others and he asked others to pray for him. You
remember when Isracl came to Samuel and said, “Make us a king™? It wasn't long
they realized they made a mistake. They said, “Samuel, you going to quit praying
for us?” He said, “T’ll not sin against God in ceasing to pray for vou.” Listen,
folks, it’s a sin if we know of a brother or church in need and we can’t take the time
: to get on our knees and pray for them. Listen to this verse. If your health de-
NVORK] 2 S CONFERENC - pended on how your soul was prospering, just how healthy would you be? That’s
LAKE 2004 what John said here, am I right? Listen, the prosperity he’s talking about here does
- 3 not mean money in the bank. It does nol accumulating things. It is the joy and the
: fultillment of preaching the gospel, seeing souls saved, lives changed, doing the
work of a true evangelist.

Excrcised faith profits not only now but for eternity. Paul told Timothy, “Bodily
exercise profiteth little or for little time.” And I’'m a good example of that. Brother,
we need to exercise ourselves daily in the spiritual realm. We need to follow some
of the Old Testument admonitions concerning our children and family, to rehearse
it and tell it to them when they get up, when they go out, when they come in, when
they lay down. We need to do like David and say, “I'll meditate upon it in the
night watches.”” I'll do it in the morning, and at noon and in the evening. We need
to get into God’s Word. Why? Because true evangelists STUDY THE WORD
OF GOD. Look at Verse 3, "For I rejoice greatly when the brethren came and ies-
tified of the truth that is in thee, even as thow walkest in the truth.” Listen to me
closely. Tt’s one thing to talk the truth, it’s something else to walk it. How many
of you have run into some fellow who says, “Oh, we belicve just like vou to.” You
know what my next question is, “Yes, but do you practice it?” It you preach the
truth, walk in truth. 'We must faithfully study the Word of God, then exceute it to
our people and live it before them. Paul told Timothy to study, exert yoursell, be
eammesl, be diligent to show thyself approved, someone that is acceptable and pleas-
mg unto God, a workman, a laborer, someone who gets out and sweats. Preach-
ers, we need to sweat once in a while. “That needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing”....cutting that straight path through the Word of God.

We need to be committed, not only to preaching....and I think most of you pastors
will agree with me. Gertting up here and doing this is the easy part. This is the
fun part, this is the exciting part. 1t’s what you rascals put us through Monday
through Saturday that makes our hair fall out. *Yeah, he quit preaching now and
gol o meddling,™ Yeah, whatever. If you didn’t want to hear it, you shouldn’t
have elected me ta preach.
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Folks, there is a real lack of Bihle knowledge, even among Missionary Baptists Assorted Photos
loday. You’d be surprised what the average church member in vour church don’t From HumeL ake

know. Remember what the Lord said in Hosea's dav? “My peaple are destroved
for lack of....” What? ... “knowledge”. And folks, that’s happening among Bap-
lists today, They are being swallowed up by this thing and that thing and we need
to keep them in the truth of God's Word. Truth is there. Problem is some of them
don’t want it. We’re getting to the time that Paul said they will have itching cars.
They had rather hear a fable than a message on hell, one on sound docirine.
Brethren, we need pastors and cvangelists who will get up and tell it like God's
Waord tells it and lot the chips fall where they may,

Our desire should be Lo grow in the knowledge and admonition ol the Lord. Peter
said, “Crow in grace” and the only way you are going to do that is to get into the
Ward., When John found out that Gaius was in the Word and in truth, that excited
him. That's what I like about seminary work in young preachers. | love watching
them grow up and develop and come to something that amounts to something lor
the Lord. Thal bird right there showed up at CMBT and I thought, *“Lord, you scnd
him and Don Hernander down here, what in the world were you thinking?” T.ook
what God can do with someone willing o let God.

T.isten, 1f we really putl the truth in them, then they will be oblgated 1o walk In
that truth —-not just in their heads but in their heurls. What do vou think the
Psalmist said, “Thy Word have Lhid in my heart™ That’s where it needs to be. Let
me tell you something, pastors, parlicularly you young preachers. If thal message
is nol in your heart and don't excite you, don’t expect it to get a hold of your peo-
ple. That’s one you need lo lay on and pray over some more. I£il hasn’t got a hold
of you, it’s not going to get a hold ol anyone clse. There have heen a lot of them
I"ve put on the burner and wait a while, pray ahout them, rework them.

THEIR FAITH AND EXAMPLE SHOULT BRING JOY. Verse 4 says, /
have no greater joy than io hear that my children walk in the truth.” How excit-
ing that 1s. Listen. it is a great blessing to deliver a message from the Word of
God. It is a greater blessing to walch people v one.

True evangelists USE THETR GIFTS. Don’t tell me vou can’t. Generally, it's he-
causc you don’t want lo. [ remember after my dad drowned, my Grandmother
Keeling came 1o live with us. 1"d come homea from school and she’d say, “Larry
Wayne, get in there and ¢lean up your room.™ “T don’t want to, Grandma.” She’d
say, “Getl your “want to” fixed—you’re going to do it.” 1've learned something in
the ministry, brethren, God’s going to do it with us, without us, or in spite of us.
T"d rather Him do it with us. Amen? Use those gifts. Gaius was helping those
brethren, as well as strangers. [ook at Verse 5, “Beloved, thou doest faithfirlly
whatsoever thou doest ro the brethren and io sirangers.” We need to show hos-
pitality, especially to those who are of the houschold of faith. When Paul wrote to
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Timothy about how pastors are supposed to be, he said, “given to hospitality”, (o
Titus, “a lover of hospitality”, “a lover of good men”. We need to love one another,
We used to go to the association when [ was a kid. We didn’t look for motcel
rooms, We got put up with whoever was hosting. Right? [ think the fellowship
was a lol sweeler. Nexl year, Brother Art, tell your people we're all coming (o
their homes. That would fulfill my next scripture. “Be kindly affectionate one 1o
another in brotherly tove.” Use hospitality, Peter said, one to another, withoul
grudging. Don’t grumble and murmur and gripe about it. Thank God you’ve had
the privilege of entertaining some of the Lord’s folk.

True evangelists INVEST IN THE MINISTRY, not just their own, but in others
that are preaching the gospel. “Watch, which have borne witness of thy charity be-

Jore the church.” Family, friends, strangers, brethren, they need to be invited again

and again and again and we need not grow weary. He said, “We will reap in due
time if we faint not.” If we just don’t lose heart. Hang in there and God’s prom-
iscd the blessing. Our job is to preach the gospel. Paul told the church at Corinth
“God gives the increase.” Some of you pastors, you know what I'm talking about.
I've had some that I've added. I was glad when I got to subtract them too. When
the Lord adds them, they will stick. Folks, we need to be open in our discipleship
and in our ministry. You know, after James had claimed the body of Jesus, his se-
cret was out. Members said he was a secret disciple for fear of the Jews. What is
il thal [rightens us about doing evangelistic work and witnessing for the Lord Jesus
Christ? We need to listen to what the Psalmist said, “In God have I put my trust.
1 will not be afraid what man can do unto me.” Some twenty-five or thirty years
later in his life, he rephrased it a little bit. “The Lord is on my side. [ will not fear
what man can do unto me.” 1f God be for us, who cares what man thinks.

True evangelists do all they can to SUPPORT THE MINISTRY OF THE
GOSPEL. In versc 6 and 7 it says, “Whom if thou bring forward on their jour-
ney after a godly sort, thou shalt do well because that for his name sake they went

Jorth taking nothing of the Gentiles.” The church is not to be supported by the

world, folks. It hasn’t changed. Tithes and offerings have always been God’s
method. In the days of Abraham, when he gave tithes to Melchizedek, they that
preach the gospel are to live by the gospel just like the priests lived in the things
of the tabernacle. Ifyour church is in financial trouble, pastor, you better check.
Are you tithing and giving offerings? You need to set the cxample as a truc evan-
gelist for your people. If you don’t do it, don’t expect them to do it. You young
men in seminary, I know going to scminary, working and doing all of that and
some of you are starling a family, it's hard. Bul you put the Lord first, He'll put
you first, you’re going to come out on top. You leave the Lord out, watch out!

Paul told Timothy that faithful evangelists were WORTHY OF SUPPORT. He
said, “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double...” 'Two-fold more,
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That doesn’t mean take a dollar bill and fold it over when you put it in the offering
plate. That's not what it’s talking about. That word “hanor”  two-fold honor means
maney paid, a price, Then he goes on and he says that the laborer is worthy of his
reward, his pay, his service. T'm proud of those brethren, T've done it, most of you
herc have—worked a job and pastor at the samc time. Brother, we need to pray that
God will bless those churches so those pastors can go full tirne, They don’t need to
be dividing their time between God's service and the service of the world.

True cvangelists, like (Gaius and Demetrius, that are mentioned here in Third John
arc EXAMPLES TO ALL OF US AS FELLOW HELPERS OF THE GOSPEL.
Tn verse &, “We therefore aught 1o receive such that we mighi be fellow helpers to
the truth.” Then in verse 12, “Demeirius hath good report of all men...” Get that,
ALL men. We're not only to have a good report in the church, Paul told Timothy
to have a good report of them that are without. How vou fit in the community is
important as well. Does it matter what kind of report other people give about us?

es, it does. A pastor, missionary, evangelist, a deacon....we are obligated. Lis-
len, he suys, “Let no man despise thy vourh. Be an example to befievers.” Tn
word, conversation, charity, spirit, faith, and purity.

Here’s something that Johin also mentions that maost of us are faced with [rom time
totime. TRUE EVANGELISTS WILL BE OPPOSED. Truth is being opposed
today. Have you kept up with the news? 1 think it's a shame...this country was
built on the Ten Commandments. on Judeo-Christian principles. They want Lo
take all that away. “You can’t have praver and Bible reading in public. It might
offend somebody.” 1ley, the Word of God has been offending people for centuries.
You know why they don’l want the Ten Commandiments? They don’t want them
staring them in the thee because of their ungodly lives. They say, “You can’t do
that “cause we have some Muslims.” Let them go home! Allah is not my god—
never will be! The God I serve didn’t 1ell me o s oul and blow people up. He
told me to go out and witness to them about Jesus Christ. John said in Verse 9, 7
wrote unto the church, but Diotropheses, who loveih to have the pre-eminence
among them, receiveth us not.” 1 can just see them saying, I don’t wanl to have
that Apostle John telling us what to do! Who does he think he 187" Well, 1 won-
der who this fellow thought he was.

Some rejeet the fruth and leadership. Like 1 said, thev've always been rejected.
Verse 10 says, “Whergfore if I come, { will vemember his deeds which he doeth,
prating ggainst...” That means babbling, trifling, berating, Notice, ..y with
malicious.... " If you look up that word in the Greek, fellows, it’s closely akin to
the word we get ‘pornography’ from. It means derclect things. Brethren, you op-
pose the mimstry of God, someone thut’s preachig the truth, iCs derelict to you.
That’s right. “....nof content therewith, neither doth lre himself recetve the brethren,
and forbiddeth them ihat would, and casteth them oul of the church,” T think if T
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was there on business meeling, brother, I'd make the motion and we’d exclude
this brother. On what grounds? Just "canse I want 10. Listen to this guy. Talk
about discord. Diotrephes—look it up, His name means “nourished by Job™,
That’s from the word ‘Zeus’. Fupiter, which was the supreme deity ol the Greeks
and it means he was....listen he lived up to his name. We have a problem today.
There are too many Diotrephes living among us. There’s no room in the Lord’s
work for the big “I's” and this ego trip. We need to brag on the Lord and learn to
prefer aur brethren before us. We need the help and carc of cach other. Paul told
the church at Philippi, “Let nothing be dovie through strife...” You look up that
word and 1t means “political intrigue™. We don’t need politics in the Lord’s church.
We need the gospel. “Or vainglory, emptiness, coneeit, pride, but in lowliness of
mind, let each esteem the other betier than himself. "

True evangzlists, like Gaius and Demetrivs, DO NOT LORD 1T OVER OTHERS
and we should not cither. Peter said, “Neither as being lords aver God s herilage,
but ensamples to the flock.” Those who oppose the truth and the work of the
church are not to be tolerated. Look at what he says in Verse 11, “Beloved. follow
not that which is evil,...”" He’s still talking about this brother. “...but that which
is good. He that doeth good s of God; bul he that doeth evil hath not seen Ged.”
We need to run away from them. Back in Second John, he said, “If there come
any unfo you. and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into vour house,”” Don’t
bid him Godspeed, don’l become partaker of his evil deeds. Sometimes it’s hard,
especially when [ellow believers begin to attack, for us to take the stand and just
kecp hanging in there. T think of Paul in prison. He knew his execulion duy was
coming and he writes to Timothy and says, “Demas fath forsaken me.” He loved
this present world. He ook oft to Thessalonica. Crescens took off to Galatia,
Titus mmto Dalmatia, only Luke is here. You talk about young preachers growing
up to be something. Early in Paul’s ministry, he told Barnabas, “You're not tak-
ing Mark.” That little snot-nosed kid got scared und ran home, but now he tells
Timothy, “Take Mark and bring him with you, for he is profilable (0 me in the
ministry.” What happencd? He grew up in the Lord, All of us preachers have
made mistakes—nol alwuys when we’re young. We still make some when we get
older, We need 1o gel behind these young ones and hold them up.

He goes on and says, down in Verse |7, “notwithstanding the Lovd stood with me. ”
When cveryone else is gone, if you're into truth, the Tord will be there. He will
be there.

Gaius and Demetrius remained faithful despite the opposition or the service of oth-
ers. We must not allow the atliludes and failures or the spirituality of others 10
keep us from taithfully doing what God has called us to do. True evangelisis ought
o WORK TOGETHER TN UNILY. In Verscs 13 and 14, he said, “f had many
things to write, hut I will not with ink and pen write unto thee; Bui I irust 1 shalf
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Larry W. Crouch—Cooper ative Association
2007 Evangelistic Ser mon

shortly see thee, and we shall speak face ro face. Peace be to thee, Gur friends Assorted Photos
salute thee. Greet the fiiends by name.” Three key things are said in the closing Or d| nati on Ser Vi ce
of this little lettcr. He says “face fo face . You know, that denotes trust. That de-

notes closcness and joy. ['ve had a church member say, “Brother Crouch, what do For Zak Crou Ch

you really like about the Association?” T said, “Seeing my brethren one more
time.” 1 can’t wait till June. Tean't wait to get to Tulsa, Sce the brethren, enjoy
1he fellowship, going from booth to booth, talking 1o the missionaries, the differ-
ent works around the world, to learn how God has blessed and how souls arc being
saved. | love it when he gives his report and says, “Lhe missionaries reported
2.000—3 000 saved.™ lolks, that's what it’s about. It's not about us, It’s about
the Lord. Ile said, "“Fecee”. Pcace oughl 1o rule and lel the peace of God rule in
your hearts. Sometimes unity needs to be worked at, Then he says “friends ™.
Just serving together. It should be our desire to be brothers and sisters, as Paul said
in 1] Corinthians 8 18, “whose praise is in the gospel throushout all the churches.

Llow evangslistic are our churches? Pastors, a lot of that depends on how evan-
gelistic we are. That’s right. Arc we willing to make the investment and pray? Put
the time 0 sludy, Anances, sweat and wears? Tt's hard work somoiimes. 1t was
hard for the Lord to go to the eross, but he endured it, despised the shame for the
glory that was seil before Ilim. Our reward is not here. My cousin, who pastors
up in Myrtle Creek, has got a little sign in his officc that says, 1 don’t get paid
much now, but my retirement is out of this world.” Lel’s gel ready for a song,
brother.

Evangelism in the church is eritical "eause people need the Lord. New Chrigtians
neec to be taught. Once we win them, our job has just begun, New leaders and
members, how they live is critical, We nced to rake note in how (Gaius and
Demetrius helped the church in the spread of the gospel.

Lere’s a little thought T want to leave you with belore we stand and sing. What
kind of church would my church be if all of ils members were evangelists just like
me. Brethren, we need to get concerned. When [ moved back to the Bay Area in
1950, there were twenly-two churches in the Redwood Cooperative Association.
I think we now have [lteen. Churches thut were running over 3 hundred are now
running fitty to sixty. We need (o get serious about preaching the gospel. | believe
Jesus is coming soon. There’s not a shortage of lost souls out there. There’s not
a shortage of young men who say they are called to preach. Listen to me, young
man, it’s time you surrendered to that call. Tinvile vou pastors to comg tonight and
let’s pray for our work that we would be true evangelists for the Lord Jesus Christ,
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Larry W. Crouch—
Death of Bro. Charles Crouch

FRESND, CALIFORNIA,

Bro. Charles Crouch
Gone Home te Glory

The above is Lhe likeless of
OUR BELOVED BROTHER. Elder
Sharles Crouch, now rone o he
with the LORI:.

Eider Charles Crouch was born
Oetoher 7, 1818, af Tooumseh, Ok-
lahoms, to Orin I Crouveh aad
Anma  Crouch. He wis married
iu Ann Keeling al Salinas, (alifor-
nia, aunsnst 24, 1940, hy Eld, AT, L
TTubhard, Daprizi minister
Frovelveon (eighis Misging
tst EHArEH of Salinas, Calif
: Hroo Growch wias saved at Mays-
ville, Oklahoma, Auzust, 1930, unit-
ing with the Miszicnary Baptist
- Church there. He surreindersd to
the eall fo the minisicey, Novem-
“Ber, 1048, and waz ordained lu the
full wouck of the wospel ministey
b the Bas Dable Misglonsry Bap-
st Chageh uf Hichmeond, in g Wifth
Bunday Beliing service, in Muy

Sk

“Hoon  gfeor Dl ocdination  he
was ealled to the pustorate af tho
Tuolomes Missiousary Baprist Chur-
"B, aun served ner till the mem-
hotship oesr all moved away, and
the church dlszolved, HBil he la-
borod' faithtully during Liz time
there.

From therg he was called to the
nastorate of Bl Nido Misslonary
Bapilsé ehurels whoare he lnbored
and aptendod school al the WMis-
siokdry Haptist Bible Beheol,  a-
bomt 4 Foar, deing a4 good work,
bul was not ealled for the socond
year. and he moved to Treszna,
living in the Chureh Sunday selioed
HHENE for dotne time, with his wife
aud baby, while sitending sehool,
a7 Witk the help of BElder O, B
*he waul to Madora, and they
TaAsCd the luwn, renfed a build-
itz ned ponductsd 2 two weeks
Teeting ahd organized s church,
Wigre Ura. Croueh lahored Fasth-
tully, working as & welder, attend.
ing Bible school and pastoring Lha
chureh, “Afier laboriag ncar two
Fears I ther wanner, Bro, Croueh
resigned s pastor and with the as-
Fistance of Bller John Cogner et
to Armonn and urganize_g a churgh,

they called Bro. Croueh.

“haz

and was called as pastor, laboring
thers, puilding first g mnell puild-
ing, then ¢ Jarge brick mmilding for
the church and turming the small
e into & parsnnage. He labored
faithfulix there, doing a creat work
during whieh time he graduatod
froom the Rible Zehopl
docroe of Pl G

lHere n Armows men whom La
had helped 0 a wonderful way,
sapeciaily, one who elaimed to bave
boen ecrlicd to preach, dig a lob
of undermining wosk and  hurtful
work, and made il go miserable
thus Hro, Creouch wonld po longer
tolordte
resigned ang moved to Ballnas and
went Lo work, waitlng on the Lord
for au uyen door. SBalinas ehucch
Was tarn Up heesose of suderhand-
2l wivkedness againat the chureh:
Erother Dowidle had avcepled o
temporary pastorate il they could
gei s pastor.  He had started the
church on her way ta vecoyery, and
He ded
hier om to wictorr, and during hils
approximalely two years praturele
there did the best work thar had

(Continved on page 4}

Sister Crouch
Writes . . .

Dear Brother Hunt:
I went everrous whe has been

86 kind to know how much T oap- ©

preciate the nice pards and en-
couraging  lelters gnd  svmpathy
shown e ¥ dried o zend cards
to aach ghureh and individual whe
remoambersd me, hut there
have been s many, | am sure sl
1 have missad some. - [ do not want
T lpAve anyone out, and wish o
usEe nhis n2ans of thanking every
one.  Also for the love offerings
thal I bave recsived. They wers
g0 badly nceded, and eeclainly an-
precigted. T went capecially to
meniion the young people of the
Northern Distriet Rally who have
ramemibernd mo with iwe njec of-
terings -~ one irom tha Air Porg
Chureh, one from  [laszzinwood
Churen. T thank God for feicnds
upon wholn we cah depend when
we deed them most.  Above all T
thank him soost for the comfori-
irg words thal strengthen us and
GANES U3 to g on and do His will
o¥el in a time ol sorrow which
we have jush experiedlosd.

I need vour praverd, that 1 will
always he found in His service

aud that | might raise my children

in the right way. Thank yum u-
gain, and may God's richest bless-
ings 7est wpen yom all

Ann Crooch avd  Children

with Lhe

the binderances, and he

From the August 1952 The California Missionary Baptist—Fresno,
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Charles Crouch
Called Home

{Continued from page ]

ever been dune in the chureh, But
48 no man, who stands 1009 for
the truth and Christlan principles
in a Baptist church, will be frea of
ensmies in the church, nelther was
Erv, Crouch froe of enemies theve,
And many believe that he was
undermined from within, and with-
out. snd voted out of the pastorato.
He was then called {o Friendship
Misslonary Baptist church Kast of
Sacramento, The church was some-
what upset and it took several
months lo pet the church fully
united, and get golng.  But Urother
Crouch, slanding troe on every
principle, stood itrue there, and
preached the gospel as fow men
can preach it and the church was
buildizg im a great way, at the
time of hiz death.

Brother Cromch leaves his wife
Ann, A3 son Larry &, and daugh-
ter Viekev Lynn, of his iminediate
family: hl¥ mather Anna Cranch;
and prothers 0. D, Dallas (who
was with him at hig last strugsle
for survival in a whirlpool in
Feather River), Joe; und sisters
Durothy and Lois (all in California
except Dorothy wheo s in Texas)
and wers present at his [uneral

The loss of Brother Cromch is
the greatest loss that T have uny
~knowledge of to the Mizslonary
Baprist canse, sinec  the hrugish
murdar of Brother B, 3. Cagle dur-
ing world war one, at abont the
age of Bro. Crouch, | have known
him since 1339, if [ remember com-
rectly, and have never geen him
upset, or disturbed Lo such ex-
tent that one could recognize any
irritation. He had much. more
sense than the average preacher.
Bofore he had any bible schoollng
Or preparation, he weg elected mis-
sionary, and while I did not oppoza
his election, I conlended that he
wis not qualified te mect the ob.
slavles and heresies that n s
alpuary wonld lave lo mest. I
gaid it iz ke sending an ontrain-
ad soldier out against havdened
trained, experiencad soldiers. He
took it in ihe SPIRIT OF A CHEIS-
TIAN. 1 talked to him about it,
saying thet [ was not opposed Lo
him, but opposed to putiing on Lim
4 work too bhard for him, He
answered: “You don't owe me
agy apology; you have not fnnte
‘me any harm.” He admittcd that
he was not gnalified [or the mia-
sion fHeld, and showed a reat ap-
preciation for me, instead of fall
ing ont wilh me, ag many have
done

weuld mot allow Bro. Crouch to
anzwer the gharges, and he aa
down, like a Christian, withoul g
word of complaint.

I moderated for him in two de
bates, and he was cunl, deliberate,
and sweet epivlted. e was truly
one of pur outstanding preachers,
in laye with Christ, in love with
the TR CHURCHES OF CHRIST
in love with the Word of Guod, and
qualified for every zood work. TTe
also loved Mis friends, but hated
sin and wickedness, In spite of
the opposition o him. by . those
who would destroy him, he was al-
ways elected to preach at Aszo-
clationsl apd Pifth Sunduy meet-
ings.  All who ifraly loved the
truth and real preaching, loved
to heer Charles Cronch preach.
Lize H. M. Cagle, his place will

not be tilled, ITe will be missed,
as few men have ever been miss-
vd, He was dependable and al-|

ways on the job, st all our resula:
mestings. Ho had writtcn on a
[Iy leaf of a Hible, thal, in cage of
dying suddenly, he wunted Bro.
C. E. Hunt to preach his funcral,
and wanted the funeral in the
ehurch of which he ghould he the
paslor, at the time of his dosth,,
g Lhe seongs which he wanted
sung. Brethren A. A, Moore, TroF
Mire, Herbert Sehauh and Bro.
Moore’s davghter did the singing,
Bro, Luther Cooper read the ohitu-
ary, Bro. Richard Harless offered
the opening  prayer, the writer
preached the Funeral aormon: A
108 MIGHTY HARD TO IN, vet
I was glad to do it, as 1 have
never known a man whom I Joved
more ihan I did Bro, Crouch. The
S0NES sullz were “T Will Meet
You in the Morning,” “The Unsecn
Hund,” and “Think of the Home
Over Thera” and It was well
rendered.  And though every purt
was rendered with sorrowful tears,
hecause of his EOQINg, every one
taking part dearly loved him. Bio.
Jesse Scott made 5 few clozing
remarks, and at ithe cemctery, atter
reading a few verses of Seripture
hy the writer, Bra. John Cooper
made 4 ghort talk and offered Lhe
closing prayer, and his hody was
laid to rest in the Bast Lawn Ceme-
tery 0 Sacramento, tu await the
resurreciion, when the LORD will
come, the tromper will sound, and
Brother Charles’ body will come
forth to meet his wife and child-
ven and ihe resl of his loved ones,
and his brethren who will miss
him  throush their life time, and
he will then recwmive nis reward
for his failhfulness and lonesul-
fering for ihe causs of Chrisl,
which te loved more ihan life it
sell.  Let us pray for his  wite

and alaild
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Bro. Charles Crouch
GoneHomeTo Glory
Continued from previous

Larry W. Crouch—
Death of Bro. Charles Crouch

e end of Lheir life's journey, is
my prayer.

Bro. Crouch and his Drother
Dallag were Hshing in Weather Riv-
er, and he saw some little Mexi-
van girly about to drown, Though
there were men aller them Char-
les Saw they were mnort going to
£et them out and he plunged in
with all his clothes on to save
them. After geiting them in a
boat, he started back, and gol inta
a whirlpool, and was so nearly ex-
hausted that he was not able to
et ont. Bro. Dallas tried to save
Lim, and came near drowning; and
A4 Mexican, 1 understood; the girls’
father, jumped in to rescue ffhuz‘-
les. aud I ~“Growned also. Bro.
Uiiach, like our Saviour, zave
hiz life fur others. Hec was in the
L& Habra Bible Conference and
tinghl Sermonizing just ahout sight

days hefore hiz death. e was a

great teacher and loved to teach.
Liis last sermon will appear in {he
next J's;;uc ot this paper. He iu
¥ U pit-hewill not be soon for-
zotten. The LORD hless our ever
remembrance of him.

- ¢. E, JUNT

| Concernﬁ_
Charles Crouch

Il made us gad to hear of the
death t_:-,-’ Bro. Charles Crouch, He
wHis one oI our very besi leaders,
an able preacher, teacher, and de-

Ahater. Bur we will laye to sub-
mit to i.'.}od’s will. Remember TMom.
28,

A glorious rcst is promised, a
‘home forever hright,
Where clouds shall never gather
and where there is no night,
Then palms and crowns await us
and robeg of spotlesg white,
But the best of all iz heaven and
where there is po night.
When alaof from earthly lrials the
Spirit takes ite flight
To dwell in reslms of glary where
Jesus is (he Hght.
Choruz — ;
No night, no night, hat eternal day
| I3 given; no night, no night, There
| will be no night in Heaven.

Personal Testimony
of Larry W. Crouch

By Request from The Landmark Baptist Historian
January 31, 2017

| was saved in of June in 1952. My Uncle Jesse Scott
preached a Revival that week at the Friendship MBC in Sac-
ramento. Several other kids around my age had come for-
ward and trusted Christ as their Savior during the meeting.
Sunday Night | got under conviction so bad that | left the
service and went to the house. It was attached to the back of
the church building and my mother wasn't feeling well so
she was a home. When services
were over and my dad came in the
front door the first thing he asked
was, "Why did you get up and leave
services?' And crying | said, "I
don't want to go to hell." So after a
short talk, my dad, mom, Uncle Joe
Crouch, and | knelt in front of the
sofa and | trusted the Lord as my
Savior. | was baptized the following
Sunday in the American River. That
following week, July 5th was when
my dad Charles drowned while
helping saveto girls.

| surrendered to preach on Sunday night August 4, 1957
just before my 15th birthday on the 30th. | had been troubled
about preaching for several months. Bro. Charles Jamerson
had been preaching from 1 -2 Timothy. That night Bro. Tom
Counts, who had recently surrendered preach, brought the
message and talked some about his call. This gave me the
courage to step forward. | was licensed by the Bayshore
MBC of Valego. | was ordained by the South Gate MBC
May 31, 1964 and accepted the call to pastor in Auburn
Washington.

I've learned so many things while pastoring it would be
difficult to list them all. But in a nutshell - Keep your heart
in touch with the Lord on a daily basis - Keep your lessons
and sermons fresh, if they don't touch your life and heart the
are not likely to reach others - and most of all be patient and
wait upon the Lord.

LwC

ThisArticleisfrom the
Ruby French Scrapbook.

From the August 1952 Cali. Miss. Baptist—Fresno,
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Larry W. Crouch—
Facebook Gleanings

Spotlight on
L ester E.
M cCalister

L bfolsom@aol.com
or Robert Cullifer
1413 Sebastian Way
Sacramento, CA 95864

Sister Emma Jean Vance has sent numer ous
Photos after relocating to Arkansas.
Thank you Sis. Vance
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